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Quesﬂonsltoxa
Read the passage below. It contains blank.s:paces numbered 1 io 15. For lach ‘blank space, choose the best
from the choices given.
Iwassitﬁngmabmhqmday,_LNochﬂdxm,abaymdazierhﬁng 2 the sand. They
were hard at work, building 3 beautiful sand castle by the water’s 4 . Tt had gates and towers and
internal passages. _§ “when they had nearly finished their _ 6 . a big wave came along and knocked it
~ down, reducing it to a heap-of . 7 - sand. T expected the children to burst into tears, disappointed by What had
happenbd. 8, they ran up the shore away from the water, laughing while _9 _ hands and sat down to
build another castle. I realised that they had taught me _10 lesson.  All the tlnngsmou:hves,allthe
cemplicated structures we _11 _so much time and energy creating dre built on sand. Only our _12- with
other people endure. Sooner ot later, the wave _13__ come along and kneck down what we __14 _ 50 hard to
build up. _15__ that happens, only the person who has somebody’s hand to hold will be able to laugh.
1. A seeing B. viewing . C. watching w5 inspecting

S5y B qom asiC. il D ahiont
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Use the uy"ormation below to answer questions 16 to
18.

Okeyo, Mbura, Karani and Jebet were discussing
towns in Kenya which they had visited. Okeyo,
Mbura and Karani had visited Nakuru, Mombasa
- and Mwingi. Jebet and Okeyo had visited Athi River
and Mumias, All the children, except Mbura, had
visited Nyeri. Only Jebet and Okeyo had not been to
Wajir where Mbura comes from.

16. Whick one of the following has visited most
towns?
A. Jebet
" B." Karani
C. Mbura
D. Okeyo.

17. Athi River has been visited by
~  A. Okeyo and Jebet 3
B. Okeyo and Mbura
C. Jebet and Karani
D. Jebet and Mbura

B0 WHLE frisees Tas b LiBe el i

2% Theycalledoﬁﬂmcomett.
A. stopped
B. cancelled

C. postponed
D. abandoned

‘For questions 23 to 25 choose the alternative t

best completes the sentence.

23. She passed her exams very well,
it |
B. did she
C. didn’t she
D. isn’tit

24. He may not come, but we will get ready in ¢
he
A. will
B. does.
C. may.
D comes.

25. Mwikali is an intelligent pupil,
is a talented singer.

W oo SR
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Wajir?

. A. Nakuru, Mwingi and Mumias

B. Nakuru, Athi River and Mombasa
C. Nakuru, Mombasa and Mwingi

D. Nakuru, Nyeri and Mumias

For questions 19 to 22, choose the alternative that

‘means the same as the underlined word.

19. Nafula quit her job to go to America.
A. abandoned i

.20. He has been acquitted of all the charges.
A. freed

B. forgiven
C. discharged

D. released

21. Thenmghboursmnnsgedbm out the fire.
A.. cool
B. mnguxsh
C. defeat

D'.cover

L. HeVedulviboo
B. although
C. moreover
D. and
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Read the passage beIow and then answer questxons 26 to 38.

The day before Jenmfer Bell had made a solemn vow that was going to change her life forever, no one
else knew about it yet, but:peaple were going to notice sooner or later. Right then it was a kind of a secret and
sheloved secrets. Grover Middle School was her sixth new school in eight years. If you are as shy as she was,

. it was tough to.be the new kid all the.time: But it was not going to be tough anymore because she had read a
book called Instant Ways to Instant Friends. She was starting with lesson number one that day. It said ‘Change
your whole attitude. Think of yourself as somebody that everyone wants to. get to know! 2

That was right and she was going to have fun. and lots of it! Jennifer, aged. twelve-and—a—half had
decided to break out of her old, shy nature at last. A

Her mother was driving her to sch( ol ae first day.

“Scared?” she.asked.
“No way,” she answered, wondering if she had time to take her mirror out of her purse for one last
peekmherhmr. She was a little nervous; but she wasn’t going to admit that to her mum.
“That is the right spirit,” her mother said. “Re,member this may be a new school but you’ve got a
- head start on thepmblem this time.” . .

Her mother wasn’t thinking about Jenmfcr 's solemn vow and her book on ma.lcmg friends. Those were
secrets and there was no way Jenmfer was going to tell her mother, they were too pcrsonal and who tells
secrets to their mothers, anyway?

“T know, I know,” she said. “Tlns isithe school where you were a pom pom girl and Dad was in the
Ahathn alilh ol e e a ok R ¥ N Sy Sha oy 10
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‘Don’t forget your dad was the.chairman of the Maths club,” her mother said with a laugh.

Jennifer lovedto listen to her mum’s bubbly laugh. In fact, she decided to imitate it as a part of the new. ,
her.

“My mum, the pom pom quaen,” Jennifer said, mntnung her mum’s laugh. She wondered if it sounded
okay, or if it sounded fake. She decided she would have to work on it. “Do you thmk there is anyone in the
school who still remembers you and Dad?” bbb

“Hey, don’t make it sound like we went to school in the Dark Ages! We’re not that old.”

Jenuifer’s mother swpped in front of the school fo let her-out. Then she sald, “Blow them away with
the Bell family charm, honey.”. - .

“No problem, mum,” Jenmfa answered. When, she opened the door, a rush of cold air hit her. She then
realized that she definitely needed a heavier jacket. The Octobers here were a lot colder than in California,

where they bad just moved from.
) “I like your change of attitude; Jennifer,” Jennifer’s mother saxd as she leaned over to look at her
through the car window. “What brought it on?”

“T don’t know. Instant maturity, I guess,” she said with a grin. “Thanks for the ride, mum. See you
later.”

“Do you want me to p1ck you up after school‘7"

“No thanks,” she said. “I’ll walk home.”

Her mum drove off and Jennifer turned away to start her new life as the new her

(Adapted from Can You Keep.a Secret by Elizabeth Van Steanwyk)
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26. How many schools had Jennifer attended in the
last eight years? -
A. Eight
B. Five
C. Twelve
D. Six.

2% The phrase “a solemn vow” means a
serious pmm.lse
B. change for better
C. great step
D. big decision.

28. Whydid Jennifer find it tough to be the new
. kid all the time?
A. She loved secrets.
B. She was young.
C. She was shy.
D. She would be noticed.

29, What was Jennifer’s secret?
A. To change her attitude.
B. To make friends with everyone. .
C. To practise all the lessons.
D. The special book she had read.

30. What in the passage shows that Jennifer was

34,

35.

36.

37.

WhywasJenmfersmumslaugh:mpomtto
Jennifer?

A. It was going to be part of her new self.

B. It made Jennifer’s mum a queen.

C. It sounded funny to listen to.

D. It made Jennifer as important as her num.

In your own opinion, why did Jenmfer change

schools?

A. She was too indisciplined to stay in one
school.

B. She wanted to go where she was not
known. :

C. Her parents wanted her to be in.their old
school.

D. Her parents never stayed in-one place for

long. -

Jennifer’s mum said they never went to school
in the Dark Ages. This implies that

A. they never liked being thought of as old

B. they were not very old

C. they were very young

D. they were known by everyone in the scl\ool

Which one of the following best describes
Jennifer’s character?
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3.

32.

33.

nat really open wWith aer mum/

A. She thought her secrets were too personal.
B. She didn’t want her mother to pick her up.
C. Nobody is really open with their mothers.
D. No one else could know her secrets.

What . word would best replace. the word
“attitude” in the passage?

A_ thoughts

B. views

C. feelings

D. behaviour.

The phrase “you’ve got a head start on the
problem this time” means

A. she already knows how to behave

B. her parents had learnt there

C. she had decided to imitate her mother

D. she had acquired the right spirit.

According to the passage it is correct to say that

A. Jennifer was more prepared for her new
school than before;

B. Jemxfexwantedtobemctlylikaheran,
Jenmfersmmngotmamcdltuvuyymmg

(¢,
D. JeumﬁerwasgomgwusetheBellﬁmﬂy
charm.

38.

2. S0Y, diSTespectul, deiermined
B. intelligent, determined, proud
C. shy, determined, cheerful

D. cheerful, proud, disrespectful

‘Which of the following best summarises the
passage?

A. The journey to a new school.

B. Jennifer the new girl.

C. Jennifer’s new school.

D. Jennifer and her mum.
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Read the passage below and then answer. questions 39 to 50.

Why do we go to school? Why do we strive to get an education? Well, perhaps you will say that we
spend so much time and resources iﬂ the classroom so as to acquire skills for which society will be willing to
pay. This will enable us to carn a living and eventually improve our standard of living. While it is definitely
true that education arms us with the neqesséry tools to be able to put bread on our tables, there are more
benefits that come from education.

Education makes you a better person in many ways. It broadens your understanding of various issues
that are likely to affect your life. These jivide health, economic, social and political matters. An educated
person is able to independently access information on how to live a healthier life. Similarly, the educated
o person is empowered to make sound economic and political decisions based on ideas obtained through
different channels of information.

Your thinking abilities are also sharpened through education. W'th the rapid development of
technology today it is easier to.get information. There is always so much information that it is often difficult to
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distihguis-h between the true and the ﬁlsg; the important and the triviel; the relevant ‘and the irrelevant. An
educated mind is, however, able to critically examine the information and decide what to make of it.

Society too reaps benefits when its individuals are educated. Where would society be without doctors,
teachers, engineers, drivers or lawyers?. People in different occupations have their roles to play in making
society a better place to live. Indeed, many inventions that have improved society have sprung from the minds
of educated individuals. A truly educated person is always thinking of how to make society better by
introducing more effective and efficient ways of doing things. .

What of peace and harmony? When we get educated, we learn about other peoplc and their cultures.
'I'hismakwusmdcrstandandacceptthemaspmofou:soclety.lnthsway,lmnemyconﬂmt is avoided
and we become willing to join hands with others in order to achieve certain goals for the good of us all.
Bvidently, there is so much to be gained from educdtion. It is therefore not surprising that governments and
households put aside lnbmﬂdamountsofthmmcomemspendonboohmdoﬂmsnppoﬂmatemls
teachers and development of educational facilities.
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39. According to the first paragraph, education 47. The word “substantial” as used in the passage

A. gives us higher standards of living means
B. provides us with our daily food A. large
C. helps us to gain more benefits in life B. 1
D. equips us with skills to live better lives. C. important
, D. reasonable.
40. How does education enable an mdmdual to
live a healthy life? . 48. EBducated people
A. There is enough information on healthy A. are always independent
living. B. are healthier than others
B. Oné can distinguish between important and C. understand things more widely
. trivial things. D. make wiser decisions..
C. One examine the available information
properly. 49. From the passage, it is evident that education
D. There is enough money to go to hospital. A. satisfies our needs
B. is the key to improved life
41, The expression “put bread on our tables” C. gives us information
impl.ies D. prevents conflict in society.
A en]oymg life in the society -
B. meeting our basic needs 50. Which of the following is the best title for the
C provxdmg food for ourselves passage?
D. earning enough money. - A. Education atid Society.
B. Books and Teachers.
42. The word “sound” as used in the passage C. Education for a Better Society.
means: % D. The Benefits of Education.
- A. clear

B. perfect
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43.

44

45.

C. clever
D. informed.

A sharpened thinking ability enables one to
A. get information more easily

B. geta lot of information

C. choose information wisely <
D. decide what to do with information.

In society, truly educated individuals

A. are more efficient and effective

B. always think of improving society
C, reap benefits from society

D. invent things from their minds.

Peace and harmony are achieved when we
A. 'understand and accept others

. B. avoid unnecessary conflict

46.

C. achieve eertain goels
D. join hands with others.

Which of the following is not a result of higher

levels of technology according to the third
? .

A. Our thinking ability is improved.

B. There is more knowledge available.

C. Getting information is quite simple.

D. Selecting information is more challenging.
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~ TTHE KENYA NATIONAEL-EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL

KCPE 2009

ENGLISH
SECTION B:
COMPOSITION

Time: 40 minutes
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lll OUR SCHOOL

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY
1. Inthe spaces provided above write your full Index Number, your Name and the Name of your School.

2. Now open this paper, read the composition > i,
provided. subject carefully and write your composition on the lines

You have 40 minutes to writc your composition.
Below is the beginning of a story. Write and complete the story. Make your story as interesting as you can.

It was half-time and our team was leading. We were all excited. We rushed and gathered round the games
captain and the team coach . . .




image3.jpeg
~ TTHE KENYA NATIONAEL-EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL

KCPE 2009

ENGLISH
SECTION B:
COMPOSITION

Time: 40 minutes





image4.jpeg
lll OUR SCHOOL

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY
1. Inthe spaces provided above write your full Index Number, your Name and the Name of your School.

2. Now open this paper, read the composition > i,
provided. subject carefully and write your composition on the lines

You have 40 minutes to writc your composition.
Below is the beginning of a story. Write and complete the story. Make your story as interesting as you can.

It was half-time and our team was leading. We were all excited. We rushed and gathered round the games
captain and the team coach . . .




