K.C.P.E. SET I
STANDARD EIGHT 2013

ENGLISH SECTION A: LANGUAGE
READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY
/
1. You have been given this question booklet and a separate answer sheet. The question booklet contains 50
questions.
2. Do any necessary rough work in this booklet.
3. When you have chosen your answer, mark it on the ANSWER SHEET, not in the question booklet.
HOW TO USE THE ANSWER SHEET
4. Use an ordinary pencil.
5. Make sure that you have written on the answer sheet:
YOUR INDEX NUMBER YOUR NAME
NAME OF YOUR SCHOOL
6. By drawing a dark line inside the correct numbered boxes mark your full Index Number (i.e. School Code Number and the three-figure Candidate’s Number) in the grid near the top of the answer sheet.
7. Do not make any marks outside the boxes.
8. Keep your answer sheet as clean as possible and do not fold it.
9. For each of the questions 1 - 50, four answers are given. The answers are lettered A, B, C and D. In each case only ONE of the four answers is correct. Choose the correct answer.
10. On the answer sheet the correct answer is to be shown by drawing a dark line inside the box in which the letter you have chosen is written.
Example
In the Question Booklet:
In question 17, choose the BEST alternative to complete the sentence given.
17 .Nafula quit her job to go to America
A. deserted
B. left
C. abandoned
D. ignored
The correct answer is (B)
On the answer sheet:
Q All Bi I CI ID1 03 A..^ C D QH An B' i Ci iD1 QJ iA >> B> iC i >0 i Q] iA" B> i C' 'D'
In the set of boxes numbered 17, the box with the letter B printed in it is marked.
11. Your dark line MUST be within the box.
12. For each question ONLY ONE box is to be marked in each set of four boxes.
This question paper consists of 7 printed pages.

Read the passage below. It contains blank spaces numbered 1-15. For each blank space, select the BEST alternative from the choices given.
There is a popular
1
my friends and I like going to
2
the weekends.
It is shady and almost cool
3
the time but a bit unwelcoming during the wet
4  ______is away from the main road and not close to any paths that
5
the
forest. The
6
around it has short grass,
7
as if someone keeps
8
the grass from time to time to
9
it short. This makes us safe because
we can
10
danger coming from a distance and 
11
how to escape.
We like the place because it is
12
for our story-telling 
13
. At times,
when we don’t want any
14
of interruption, we go there as seemingly no one else
;
15
us know of it.
	1.
	A.
	scenery
	B.
	spot
	C.
	region
	D.
	sport

	2.
	A.
	h
	B.
	at
	C.
	on
	D.
	over

	3.
	A.
	some
	B.
	through
	c.
	all
	D.
	whole

	4.
	A.
	season
	B.
	day
	c.
	time
	D.
	hour

	5.
	A.
	run
	B.
	surround
	c.
	criss-cross
	. D.
	cover

	6.
	A.
	edge
	B.
	area
	c.
	horizon
	D.
	bank

	7.
	A.
	it’s
	B.
	and also
	c.
	its
	D.
	though

	8.
	A.
	slicing
	B.
	mowing
	c.
	growing
	D.
	sawing

	9.
	A.
	reduce
	B.
	leave
	c.
	keep
	D.
	control

	10.
	A.
	see
	B.
	hear
	c.
	feel
	D.
	realise

	11.
	A.
	decide
	B.
	begin
	c.
	review
	D.
	plan

	12.
	A.
	ideal
	B.
	made
	c.
	created
	D.
	best

	13.
	A.
	topics
	B.
	session
	c.
	reasons
	D.
	habits

	14.
	A.
	number
	B.
	one a
	I c.
	group
	D,
	form

	15.
	A.
	besides
	B.
	but
	c.
	beside
	D.
	like jh


For questions 16 and 17, choose the BEST arrangement of the given sentences to make a sensible paragraph.
16. (i) At times, it looked as if you would give
up any time
(ii) I wish to congratulate you on your success
(iii) It reminds mr that ‘Hard work pays’ is jn indeed true
(iv* You took the whole year, working very hard
A. (ii), (i), (iv), (iii)
B. (ii), (iv), (i), (iii)
C. (ii), (iii), (i), (iv)
D. (ii), (iv), (iii), (i)
17. (i) Since those names can be used even
after the owner’s die it means they are actors even in death
(ii) There isn’t any specific retirement age for actors
(iii) Actors are valued at whatever age they are
(iv) Some of them choose names that can be used even after their death
A. (iii), (iv), (i), (ii)
B. (ii), (iv), (i), (iii)
C. (iii), (ii), (i), (iv)
D. (ii), (iii), (iv), (i)
For questions 18 to 20, choose the alternative that BEST fits in the blank spaces.
18. I’m about to leave now, I’ve been waiting here
nine o’clock.
A. at
B. on
C. since
D. for
19. I’d be surprised if the school trip

to take off.
A. fail
B. failed
C. fails ' D. had failed
20. If you give me your bicycle, I will ride it 
my own.
A. as if it were
B. just like it isG

C. as if it was
D. just like it would be
For questions 21 and 22, choose the alternative that means the SAME as the underlined sentence.
21. Not only did he come to school late but he also forgot his Science book at home
A. he either came to school late or forgot his Science book at home
B. he came to school late because he ; i 11ti f0rg0t his Science book at home
C. he came to school late and forgot his Science book at home
D. he came to school late although he also forgot his Science book at school
22. Anne said she would soon be joining- a
secondary school
A. Anne said ‘she would soon be joining a secondary school
B. ‘I will soon be joining a secondary school, said Anne.’
C. Anne said, ‘I would soon be joining a secondary school.’
D. ‘I will soon be joining a secondary school’, Anne said.
For questions 23 to 25, choose the alternative that means the SAME as the underlined word
23. His bravery amazed so many people
A. amused
B. excited
C. astonished
D. shocked
2 4. After looking for a national identity card for so long, Wanjala finally got one
A. acquired
B. won
C. received
D. sought
2 5. Many people vomit when they are attacked by malaria.
A. throw out
B. throw away
C. throw off
D. throwup

Read the passage below and answer questions 26 to 38.
I left home early, full of hope and high expectations. I had waited eagerly for this day and so when it finally reached; it was like I had rehearsed over and over for it. All seemed well and I had no idea at all that all my plans would soon flop in my face. Had I known this in advance, I’d probably not even left home.
On my way to the bus stop, I met Kili. He was a boy I knew well because we lived in the same village but it would be an overstatement to say he was my friend. We talked but he was a bit too bullish for my liking. Whenever I could avoid, I kept off his company. On this particular day, I could not and so, we teamed up to the venue of the occasion which was far enough to be called far. I had planned to board the only bus that plied the route in the morning but that was not to be for Kili laughed off the idea as soon as he heard it. He argued that the place was near and that two strong boys could easily cross over the two ridges, jump across the only river and be there even before the bus. It looked a good point after all; I would save the fare for a later use.
We happily began the walk as we shared experiences of the last few days excitedly. By the time we had crossed the first ridge, I was already feeling worn out, I badly needed water but more so, a rest. However, I was unable to put forward this suggestion for Kili would not only laugh at me as usual but also keep it and broadcast to others when we went back. I was sure he would even make it sound funnier.
We successfully managed to cross the second ridge but when we came to the river, we were unfortunate. The plank of wood we used had been washed away but Kili had an option at hand. He climbed up a nearby tree, stepped on a branch and asked me to pull it down. As it broke, he slipped but managed to cling on another. He looked shaken but did not want to admit it so he calmly came down and it was time to use it to cross over.
I was considered the coward and so, was asked to balance and cross over first. I did and managed but it was not because of any expertise; I shook all the way and just managed by the grace of God. I vowed not to return this way again but when Kili started, it was like he wanted to make up for the first scare. He moved bravely but when we were just about to celebrate the success, both he and the ‘bridge’ collapsed into the river. I heard a yell that shook me. The thought of Kili dying dawned on me and for some seconds, I stood there, yelling just like him.
Then I heard him croak that I hold onto the branch. I did so and it is this that saved him. Both of us were panting and dirty; my shorts was torn and it was obvious it was no use continuing. Likewise we could not cross the river again so we walked back round the long route all the way home.

26. What made the writer look forward to a successful day? He
A. had been shown what to do on that day
B. had seen others going through the same successfully
C. had put measures in place for it
D. and his friend had done a rehearsal for it
27. As the writer made plans for the day, he did all the following EXCEPT
A. looked for a companion for the day
B. prepared financially to travel by bus
C. '
arranged when best to start the j ourney
D. had in mind when to reach and return from the destination
28. How did the two friends meet that morning?
A. They had both rehearsed for the journey and where to meet
B. Their homes were neighbouring each other
C. There was only one route to their destination
D. It was by coincidence that they met
29. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the passage?
A. The writer was undecided on how to travel until he met Kili
B. Kili was probably unaware that the writer was not his friend
C. Kili had once bullied the writer
D. The writer did not even know where Kili lived
30. The writer would not have embarked on the journey
A. had i told him how they were to travel
B. if he had known it would all be a flop
C. if Kili too had money for the bus fare
D. had ht known he would be acc : panied by Kili
31. What ch“uge took place when the two boys started their journey?
A. Kill's initial plan to go by bus
B. The ^ v-sli nation the two boys were
go;*. '
,
C. Tlv cted time of return for the tw(- '*ys
D. Th* iter’s mood towards his companion
32. Why dt a think was Kili not for the idea of trav by bus? He
A. wa: - n own to be strong
B. wo :: not be able to find boys to bully
C. pr< -iy could not afford the trip
D. had inner plans for themselves
3 3. The writer started regretting first
A. after they crossed the first ridge
B. as soon as he met Kili on the way
C. when the bus had gone and they started walking
D. when Kili fell into the water
34. When Kili slipped on the branch they were attempting to break, he should have seen this as
A. partial success
B. impending bad luck
C. a reason to break a bigger one
D. a chance to stop bullying other children
35. The two MAIN reasons why Kili convinced the writer that they walk were based on
A. the time the occasion would start and the availability of bus fare
B. their health status and the distance
C. their relationship and the size of the ridges and river
D. the time they had left home and the weather
36. The branch Kili broke from the tree to use as a bridge could BEST be described as
A. security
B. reinforcement
C. tool
D. substitute
37. At last
A. the boys never reached their destination
B. the bus reached far much earlier than the boys
C. Kili realised that his friend had been right
D. the two boys stopped walking together
38. The BEST proverb to summarise this passage would be
A. All is well that ends well
B. The last laughter is the best
C. Once bitten, twice shy
D. A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush

Read the passage below and then answer questions 39 to 50
Children learn to speak by repeating the words they hear. These words are the most frequently spoken in the house or home or where the child spends most of his time. A boy who is constantly being reminded to cease doing this and that will learn '‘No’ or ‘Stop’ as the first two words.
This is not uncommon with toddlers. Their recently acquired mobility coupled with high levels of curiosity make them restless almost all the time. They are full of energy and mischief. In fact, it is said that when a toddler is quiet for a period of time, yet not asleep, they are probably up to no good.
So we can conctantly run around after these little explorers, grabbing and breaking glasses as we luckily snatch a few more from their hands. At times, we rush and catch doors before they slam them, snatching pins and beads before they insert them into their mouths.
I have come to believe these conclusions due to many experiences I have had with children. Once, I only discovered that there are cockroaches in the house when I found a baby holding one and directing it at the mouth suggestively.
As a parent, the natural instinct is to protect our children, whether it is from going out into the cold without a warm jacket, bad friends or wrong choices is there a parent who can willingly allow the child to make mistakes? Parenting cannot have room for this.
However, when I did some research, I read a document, ‘Over parenting’ and ‘Helicopter Parenting.’ This produces children who lack creativity and psychological resilience required to sort out their own everyday hiccups, even in adulthood.
Trying to over-protect your child may not be the best option after all. Does this, however, mean you should push them into a freezing swimming pool on a cold July morning so that they know about pneumonia? No, the secrets, the experts say, is striking a balance - it should be freedom with boundaries.

39. The first words that a child learns to speak are based on
A. what the child likes doing
B. his environment and interaction
C. how active the child is
D. who the parents are
40. A child who plays a lot and breaks things in the house
A. should be put under control
B. sees this happening in their house
C. is quite normal
D. has not been well brought up
41. What is a toddler expected to do when not moving from place to place?
A. Sleeping or feeling unwell
B. Learning how to walk and jump
C. Repeating words heard from adults
D. Answering many questions
42. Why would children insert pins and beads into their mouths?
A. To pass message of being idle
B. They are eager to see if the items pose any danger
C. It is what they sec happening around them
D. It is part of using their energy
43. The MAIN reason why adults must keep running constantly after toddlers i s to
A. help them achieve their aims
B. reduce their chances of causing accidents
C. ensure they become immobile faster
D. teach them the right language to use
44. The child who was found with a cockroach in the hand would have put it in the mouth due to
A. curiosity
B. high energy level
C. experience
D. ignorance
45. A child could be prevented from going out with bad friends due to fear of
A. peer pressure
B. bad weather
C. bad influence
D. wrong timing
46. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the passage?
A. A toddler is expected to be on the move all the time except when asleep
B. Children learn bad things faster from friends than good ones
C. A child who does not break things in the house is abnormal
D. Toddlers know better where to get cockroaches in a house
4 7. The similarity between ‘Over Parenting’ and ‘ Helicopter Protection’ in children is that
A. they seem to know more than the children of their age
B. they are clumsy and temperamental
C. they understand things faster than others
D. the children produced lack some of the qualities expected
48. According to the passage, a good parent
should
A. see to it that the child does not go to the swimming pool in July
B. not monitor the child’s movement all the time
C. keep the child as active as possible
D. ensure that the child is over-protected'
49. How would a child, pushed into the
swimming pool on a cold July morning know
about pneumonia?
A. By falling sick and getting treatment for it
B. Asking the doctor how pneumonia attacks children in July
C. By pretending to be sick then asking others about it
D. Getting explanation from the ter and parents
50. The BEST title for this passage would be:
A. Controlling children’s activities
B. Protecting your child against others
C. A toddler’s growth
D. Problems children get themselves into
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